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Eastcote Primary Academy 
 

Teaching and Learning Policy November 2019 
 

 
Introduction 
 
Eastcote Primary Academy is a place where children feel happy, safe and secure, and are excited about 
learning. It is a friendly environment which fosters a climate of mutual respect and care. We work together 
with parents and carers and the wider community to support, challenge and inspire children through a 
creative and engaging curriculum. Children develop a love of learning and leave ready to embrace life 
confidently with the range of skills they need to flourish in the diverse world. 
 
Aims 
 
The aims of our teaching and learning are: 

 

 to enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability; 

 to teach children the basic skills of literacy, maths, science and all foundation subjects to a high 
level; 

 to teach children about their developing world, including how their environment and society have 
changed over time; 

 to teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to understand right 
from wrong; 

 to fulfil all the requirements of The National Curriculum; 

 to promote a positive attitude towards learning and a desire to achieve; 

 to enable children to be creative and imaginative developing their own thinking; 

 to enable children to be positive citizens of our multi-cultural society, understanding and embracing 
British values; 

 to provide equal opportunity for all. 
 
Teaching 
 
 All teachers follow the school policy with regard to discipline and classroom management. We praise and 
reward children for good effort and, by so doing, help to build positive attitudes towards school and 
learning in general. We insist on good order and behaviour at all times. When children misbehave we 
follow the guidelines in our school Behaviour Policy. Teachers provide: 
 

 shared learning objectives which are understood by the pupils; 

 clear expectations of what pupils are expected to achieve by the end of the session; 

 a range of teaching styles and activities that stimulate pupil’s concentration, motivation and 
application; 

 lessons which are well paced and use appropriate resources including new technology to maximise 
the quality of learning; 

 strong subject knowledge to inspire pupils and build their understanding; 

 open-ended, thought provoking, challenging questions of the children; 

 support for the learning of pupils with differing abilities; 

 an atmosphere where children are prepared to take risks; 

 developmental feedback of pupil’s work. 
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Learning 
 
We offer opportunities to learn in different ways including:  
 

 investigation and problem solving;  

 research;  

 questioning;  

 using IT;  

 creative activities;  

 designing and making things;  

 debates, role plays and oral presentations;  

 participation in physical activity;  

 visits to places of educational interest;  

 watching/listening and responding to audio/visual stimuli; 

 whole class work, group work, pair work, independent work; 

 Self-review and peer review strategies. 
 
Our learning environment is: 

 Challenging and stimulating; 

 Peaceful and calm; 

 Organised and well resourced; 

 Encouraging and appreciative. 

Display in the school creates an attractive and stimulating environment. Work displayed is of a good 
standard and is changed termly. It includes work on different aspects of the curriculum and reflects the 
individual child's efforts as well as ability. Ideally, each class has a literacy, maths, topic display. 

 
Planning 
 
In key stage 1 and 2 we plan in three phases: 
 

 We use a long-term plan consisting of six transdisciplinary themes taught over a year. Units of 
Inquiry are developed from these themes. 

 Medium term plans are developed within the transdisciplinary themes and ensure the National 
Curriculum is fulfilled. 

 Short term planning is flexible and responsive to teachers’ assessments of pupils’ learning needs. 
   

Teachers ensure: 
 

 Lesson planning is linked to current assessment of pupils’ prior learning and is differentiated so that 
it consolidates, builds on and extends learning for all pupils; 

 Lessons have clear learning objectives (with success criteria as appropriate)  
 
In the Foundation Stage we plan through termly topics to ensure that all Areas of Learning are covered 
termly. This ensures that there is planned progression in all Areas of Learning and across Nursery and 
Reception. Short – term planning is either completed on a weekly or daily basis.  
 
Assessments are used to inform planning and through data analysis, gaps in learning are addressed (see 
EYFS Policy). 
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Assessment  
 
We continually informally assess pupils to ensure tasks match the child’s needs.  This helps to identify 
future planning and teaching strategies. It also helps us to recognise and move on from success. 
We do this by: 
  

 Effective marking and feedback; 

 Evaluating planning daily; 

 Providing pupils with time to self/peer evaluate their work and editing time; 

 Termly assessment week, followed by pupil progress meetings which allow us to look at data to 
inform planning and interventions. 

 
Target setting 
 
Relevant targets are set in Writing and Maths for children in Years 1 to 6.  For mathematics individual 
targets are set   in pupils’ maths books as appropriate. For Writing in Key stage 1 individual targets are set 
in pupils’ books as appropriate. In KS2 targets are written in the back of pupils books, these are assessed 
by both pupils and teachers. 
 
Teaching assistants and Nursery Nurses 
 
Teaching Assistants and other adult helpers are deployed in a variety of ways. Sometimes they work with 
individual children and sometimes they work with small groups. Teaching Assistants are also fully involved 
in the delivery of intervention programmes. 
 
Equal Opportunities 
 
Eastcote offers equal opportunities to every child in every aspect of the curriculum and school life.   
 
Special Educational Needs 
 
The curriculum in our school is designed to provide access and opportunity for all children who attend the 
academy. We scaffold the curriculum to meet the needs of individual children. The needs of SEND children 
are detailed in class provision maps. 
 
More-able pupils 
 
More-able pupils’ needs are catered for through curriculum planning and are monitored.  Teachers ensure 
that all pupils are given appropriate levels of challenge.  When appropriate, pupils are given opportunity to 
use and apply their learning, develop reasoning and to go into greater depth.  Progress is monitored 
through the school tracking system.  
 
 

Reviewing the Policy  

 

Clare Greene Head Teacher 6th November 2019 

S. Padwick Chair of Governors 

To be reviewed November 2020 
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Has an equality impact assessment of this policy been undertaken? Yes 
 

If so, when? 21/9/19 
 

Implications, if any, for this policy (below) 

None 
 
 
 
 

 
 


